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Anne-christine d’Adesky is an award-winning investigative journalist, 
author, activist and documentary filmmaker. She received her Bachelor of 
Arts in 1979 from Barnard College in Visual Arts and Writing, and attained 
her Master’s Degree in 1982 from Columbia Journalism Graduate School. 
She was an early member of the AIDS Coalition to Unleash Power (ACT UP) 
and co-founder in 1992 of the Lesbian Avengers.  
 
She reported on the global AIDS epidemic for New York Native, Out, The 
Nation, and The Village Voice and received the first Award of Courage from 
amfAR, the Foundation for AIDS Research.  
 
Her books include Moving Mountains: The Race to Treat Global AIDS, a 
novel set in post-Duvalier Haiti, Under the Bone, and Beyond Shock: 
Charting the Landscape of Sexual Violence in Post-Quake Haiti. Beyond 
Shock examines the cross-sectional response to sexual violence in Haiti 
after the 2010 earthquake, based on surveys and interviews with over 100 

agencies, advocates and survivors of sexual violence. 
 
She served as a freelance journalist covering Haiti in the aftermath of the 2010 earthquake for The Global 
Post and World Pulse magazine, and appeared on CNN, ABC and NBC News. 
 
From 2004 through 2010, D’Adesky was co-founder and co-executive director of Women’s Equity in AIDS 
Care and Treatment initiative (WE-ACTx), an HIV clinical program based in Kigali, Rwanda, that provided 
emergency lifesaving HIV drugs and free care to thousands of Rwandan survivors of genocidal rape living 
with HIV/AIDS. Currently, WE-ACTx is operated fully by Rwandans and manages two clinics in Kigali. 
 
From autumn 2013 to spring 2015, she was Global Coordinator of the Haiti campaign for One Billion 
Rising, an international campaign against sexual violence that took place in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, and in 
the United States. Overlapping during that period, from 2010 to 2015, she was co-director of 
PotoFanm+Fi, a coalition of Haitian women and girls against sexual violence. 
 
She was co-director of the documentary Pills, Profits, Protest: The Race to Treat Global AIDS (Outcast 
Films), airing in 2004 on Showtime and now available on Netflix.  
 
She served as a guest lecturer in Journalism, Latino Studies program at the University of San Francisco 
in the Spring of 2016, and travels globally as a consultant on gender and human rights, as well as on 
health and social justice issues. 
 

D’Adesky is currently a freelance journalist for PrideLife magazine and other periodicals, as well as for 
KQED's health blog, The Future of You, and continues to report on AIDS science. She has started a new 

creative nonfiction book chronicling her personal investigation into the declared ISIS campaign to 
eradicate the Children of Lot (LGBTQ) and religious minorities. The book looks critically at the Western 
lens on Islam and the underlying Islamophobia of Western countries, and the new challenges facing the 
global LGBTQ movement around immigration and refugee issues. 
 
The author lives in Oakland, California, with her three daughters. 


